
smarrer authority name: $COTHERN PARISH COUNCIL

NOT]GE OF PUBLIC RIGHT$ AHD PUBLICATION
OF UHAUDITET} ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURH

ACCOUNT$ FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 TI,IARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
and Audit 201 5 201

NOTESNOTICE

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in {c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
addressltelephone number/ email
address, frs appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspec{ the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in {d) below

td) The inspec*ion period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice * this person mu$t be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authoritv

{. Dateof announcement Friday 136June2025 (a)

2. Each year the amallsr authority's Annual GoYeflEnce and Accountability
Retum {AGAR) neeUo to be revimd by an exbrnal audibr appdnbd by
Smaller Authorifie' Audit Appolntnenb L&. The unaudihd AGAR has been
published with this notie. rAs it tnc ye( ts be rcvftrwed by the appointed auditor,
it is subjec't to change as a rcsult of that tevieu/,
Any person intcr€sted hae the right to inepect and make copiee of the
accounfng records for tle financial year to srhidl tle audlt rclaba and all
books, desds, contraets, billt, voucften, mceipta and o&erdocumenE rchffng
to those recordr muet be madp available for in*peefon by any penBon
intercsted. For lfte year ended 3{ itarch 2025, thess documents will be available
on rcasonable notice by applicetion to:

(b) LisaBrooks-Sleight (clerURFO)
clerk@scothern-oc.sov.uk 07549137538

commencing on (c) _Tuesday 17 June 2025

and ending on (d) _llJlonday 28 July 2026
a,

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

J The oppsrtuntty to question the appointed auditor about the asffiunting
resords; and

r The right to make an obieciion whicfi oorroilna a matbr in respect of uttidt
the appoir*ed adibr could ei8pr make a puHic intercet toport or apply to
the court for a dedaration that an ibm of account ie unlairful. \Mitten notice
of an objedion must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smallerau0rcrt$.

The appointed auditor can b mntacted at the address in paragraph 4 belour for
this purpose betumen lhe above dates only.

4. The emalter autlrorityb AGAR i* tubiect to rcviow by the appointed audibr
under tre prcvlalorc of tte Local Audtt and Accountrblllty Act 20t4, the
Accountr and Audlt ReguHiorp 2lll5 ard fp ilAO'r Cod6 of Audit Pracffce
2015. The appointed audibr ls:

PKF Lit0ejohn LLP (Ref: SBATeam)
{5Wes$erry Circr.ta
Canary Wharf
London E{44HD
Gba@pkll.som)

5. This announoetnont is made by (e) Usa Brcoks€loigttt (clerklRFOl



LOGAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMIIARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant snaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainago boarde and 'othe/ smaller authorities.

The baaic pcition

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) govems the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisione contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act, The Act
andtheAccountsandAuditRegulations20lsalsocovertheduties, responsibilitiesandrighbof smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public conceming the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an intereEted peraon you can inspect accounting recordE and related
docurnents. lf you are a local govemment elector for tre arffi to whicfr the accounts rclate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and objmt to them. You do not have to pay dirccfly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting coets incurd by he smaller authortty brm part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay hr the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting recorda

Any interested permn can inspect the munting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the ftnancial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documentrs relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your lnspection must be aboult the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, forexample, inspct orcopy documenB unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiali$ if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reasofl in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

tfi/hen srnaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financialyear and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting remrds. Smaller authorities mugt tell the public, including advettising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related docunents are available to inspect. By anangement
you witl then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accountlng records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting remrds are available to inspecl This will be 1-14 July
2025for 2024125 acmunB. The advertisernent must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public righF, hourr you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to aek the auditor questions about the accounting rccotds

You should first ask your smaller authority about the acounting re@rds, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your r*ght to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.

However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authortty the opporhrnity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not eatisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the extemal auditor know your concem as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here



rneans formally asking questions under the AcL You can ask soneone to represent you when asking
the extemal auditor questions.

Before you ask the exbmal audibr any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please rernember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, afrer the
end of the period for the exercise of public nghts. You may ask your smaller authorig other questions
about their acmunts fior any year, at any tirne. But these arc not questions under the Act.

You can ask the extemal auditor questions about an item in the accounting reords for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the extemal auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer'whaf questions, not \rlfry' questions. The extemal auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, ftnan@s, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remen6er &at your guestions must ahrays be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, \ffe recoffilTlend $at you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make obiections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to objec;t to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider @ncem arising from the srnaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlavvftrl, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlarivful, or why
you think that a public interest reprt should be made about it. You must prwide the extemal auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful, To object tro the amounts you must write to the external audibr stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you rnust send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

r confirmation thatyou ane an elector in the smaller authorig's area;. why you are o$rc.ting to the accounts and the tacts on which you rely;o details of any item in the accounb that you ftink is unlarrfr.rl; andr details of any metter about which you think the externalauditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the extemal auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Alinalword

You may not use this 'right to object to make a perconal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You Ehould take such complaints to your localCitizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller ar.rthorities, and so localtaxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objecfion forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
ftivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already eonsidered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditols decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the ac{ion yourself.

For rnore detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
p u b l i cat io n fuws ml"Ssfr ffisrrtg_g"p fi .*$dff $s;:h .ffi# j$ffi__tffi

yQ$-$J*tlffihffi are available from the NAO website.

trf you wish to contact your authorig's appointed
e*ernal auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the A/ofice af Pubtic Rigfifs and
Pubtication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accou ntability Retu rn .


